Tularemia - zoonosis carrying a potential risk of bioterrorism.
Tularemia, otherwise known as &#8220;rabbit fever&#8221;, is a zoonotic disease caused by a gram-negative intracellular bacterium - Francisella tularensis. The species is considered as a potential bioterrorism agent due to its high infectivity, the fact of being relatively easy to culture, the absence of human vaccine, and the potential for spreading through aerosol. In the Czech Republic, infection is usually caused by a tick bite, less frequently by a mosquito bite, direct contact with infected animals, or ingestion of contaminated water. The aim of this review is to provide a comprehensive view of tularemia, its diagnosis, clinical symptoms and treatment, along with the military perspective on a potential risk of F. tularensis to be misused as a biological weapon.